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LUKE chap. ii. ver. 1. 
And it came to paſs, in thoſe days, that there went 


out a Decree that all the World ſhould be Taxzp. 


the two Verſes immediately following, ſeem to be a 

kind of Prediction, or Type, of what was to befal us, 
or, at leaſt, of what was to be attempted, in theſe latter 
Days; and the more I conſider them, the more I am con- 
firmed in this Thought, which made me pitch upon them as 
the propereſt Text that I could poſſibly chuſe out un this 
Occaſion. | 
For, in the firſt Place, by particular Notice being taken 
in this Chapter of the Decree that was iſſued out at this Time, 
it ſhews, that this Decree was of a very particular Nature; 
now, as it is not to be ſuppoſed, that there were no Taxes 
before throughout the Roman Empire, it amounts to a De- 
monſtration that hir Tax was of a. very particular Sort ; 
and this we ſhall ſee as we go farther. f 
The next Obſervation is, that a the World was to be 
taxed; that is to ſay, all the Roman World; or in other 
Words, all the Suu jeffs of the Roman Empire: This ſhews 
that this Tax affected all the Roman People, of all Degrees 
and Denominations, and where=ever diſperſed. 
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In the third Place, it is obſerved in the next Verſe, that 


this Taxing was firſt made when CYRENIUS wwas Governor vf 


SYRIA. From hence we may remark two Things ; namely, 
that this Tax was wrprecedented before, and that this Cyre- 
»ius (upon whom the Evangeliſt ſeems to have fixed a Note 
of Infamy, that his Name might be tranſmitted down there- 
with to Poſterity to the End of the World) was an Inventer 
of new Taxes to ua. and 33 the People; and conſe- 
quently was guilty of the moſt enormous Male Adminiſtra- 
tion. For, I would fain ask, to what Purpoſe was his Name 
mentioned, if he was not the Adviſer or Projector of this 
Tard ,: 

In the third Verſe tis ſaid, And all event zo be taxed, every 
one to hig own City. This ſhews the Nature of the Tax, that 
it was quite A dent from all other Duties and Impoſts ; for 
whereas they were gathered by the Roman Tax Gatherers, 
whom the [EWS branded, by way of Irmominy, with the 
Name of P#blicans, looking upon them as a Set of 77famerus 
Raſcals, and the Bane of human Society; here every one 
went to be taxed into his own City; that is to ſay, in other 
Words, every one was forced to carry his Money to the Ex- 
ciſe Office, For, the Exciſe has this in particular above all 
other Taxes (beſides numberleſs other Hardſhips) that every 
one 1s obliged to carry the Badge of. his Slavery, I mean, 
that every Man is obliged to carry his Qz0ta to the next Ex- 
ciſe Office, the Officers not vouchſafing to collect the Money 


at the Dealers Houſes. 


Having thus laid down to you, my Friends and Brethren, 


ſome few Obſervations upon this 3 this an prece- 


e my Text into 


dented TAX ; I thall now proceed to div; 
tour 
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TY 
ſour general Heads, upon which I ſhall enlarge as I fee pro- 
per; after which, I ſhall go on to the Uſe and Application, 
and conclude the Whole with a ſerious Exhortation to all here 
reſent. | 

l Come we then firſt to the Words, And it came to paſs : 
In treating of theſe Words, I ſhall conſider, 1/t, V hat came 
to paſs; 2dly, Where it came to paſs ; and 3dly, M hen it 
came to paſs. : 

Firſt then, as to the firſt, It came to paſs that a Decree 
went out, that the whole World /bould be TAXED. What! 
no leſs than the whole Yorld, or, to ſpeak more properly, 
the whole Roman Empire, at one Time] How inſatiable is the 
Love of Riches and 54a, ma in ſome People] What an im- 
menſe Sum muſt ſach a Tax raiſe]! And for what End could 
it poſſibly be wanted] Undoubtedly to gorge the Avarice of 
ſome Court Harpies, amongſt whom, very probably, this 
CYRENIUS might be the Kingheader ; as allo to keep up a 
ſafficient Body of Troops, to awe the Roman People, who 
were naturally :mpatient of Slavery, 

Secondly, Where did this come to paſs ® Why, the Anſwer 
is eaſy ; twas in the Roman Empire, where the Mill of the 
Emperor was an abſolute Law, and where the Senate were 
corrupted, and grown no more than a mere nj Name, a 
mere Cypher : For, whilſt the Roman Senate preſerved their 


Integrity, VAIN were all Attempts to INSLAVE them, and 
the ra/þ Wretch who would have run the Riſque, either 
openly to attack, and by plauſible Pretences to undermine their 
Liberties, would have paid, with his Head, the Forfeit of his 
impious Undertaking. | 


B Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Let us conſider, M hen! this came to paſs? Why, 
in the Nele AUGUSTUS\CE8AR, who was reckoned a 
good Prince; when the Temple of Janus eee; an : when all 
the Morld was in a profound Peace; and, conſequently, when 
there could be no manner of ' reaſonable Pretence for thus 
harraſjing and oppreſſing the People; in ſhort, when it was. 
vi/ible. that it was only a Deſign of the Court Leeches, to ag- 
arandiſe themſelves, and their Dependants, How exactly 
have too many ſince copied after them? Proceed we now to 
the ſecond. general Head, In thoſe Days. 

J have already touched upon this, partly under the forego- 
ing Head; that is to ſay, I have obſerved, that it was in the 
Reign of Anguſius, who was reckoned a good Prince, and at 
a Time when the whole. Mord was at Peace; but the Sub- 
ject is ſo copious, that I muſt beg leave to enlarge a little 
thereupon, and am perſuaded, that my Obſervations will not 
be unacceptable to my. Hearers. 

It is notoriouſly known then, that as the Bee ſucks Honey 
from every Flower, ſo the Toad ſucks ys from every 
Herb or Plant whereon it preys, be it ever ſo fragrant ; juſt 
ſo it is with a good and an evil M The moſt 5 
nate Situation of Affairs, the greateſt: Difficulties and Diſape 
pointments, ſerve only to fire the Zeal of the ſormer to re- 
move them, and apply a Remedy; nor will he reſt, if it be 
poſſible, till he has reſtored the State to its former flouriſh- 
ing Condition. On the contrary, if the latter finds the State 
in a good Condition, he is mortified thereat, and bends 
all his Thoughts on putting the publick Affairs into Configſion, 
well knowing it is beſt hing for him in troubled Waters ; 
accordingly, he never is eaſy till he has obtained his Ends ; 
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and when he has involved his Country in a thouſand Difficul- 
ties, and thereby rendered a Multiplicity of Taxes neceſſary, 
he exults, knowing that to be his Harveſt. Hence have 
ariſen thoſe blundering Treaties, unaccountable Expeditions, 
and meedleſs deſtructive TAXES, wherewith the World has 
been amuſed and aſtoniſhed, in all Ages, by ſuch Wretches as 
have wndeſervedly obtained the Name of $tateſ/men, and have 
been ſuffered by Heaven to be the Scourges and Ruin of their 
reſpective Countries. 

Having laid this down as an eternal Principle whereupon 
all bad M-----s always have acted, and ever will act, it will 
no longer ſeem ſurprizing, that ſuch a one ſhould adviſe the 
Emperor Auguſtus to lay ſuch an unprecedented Tax upon 
the whole collective Body of his People; if it was only to in- 
volve him in D:ficulties that he might make his own Harveſt, 
as J obſerved before, by hing in troubled Wor rs, This is 

7 the more probable, becauſe Auguſtus being har iy well ſeated 
: in the Throne, ſuch a Step was very, impolitick in him, and 


4 one may very well preſume, that he was ſpurred on to it by 
: the Avarice of thoſe 9n1/terial Leeches': Beſide, it is obſerv- 
able, that this Tax was not laid during the Adminiſtration of 


thoſe two able Miniſters Mecænas and "os 
Proceed we now to the third general Head; namely, Ihat 
a Decree went out Altho' it is expreſfly ſaid in the Text, 
That this Decree went out from CESAR AUGUSTUS, yet it 
is highly probable that it was ratified by the Senate, which, 
tho' it was only Matter of mere Form (that weneal Senate 
never refuſing to ratify whatever the Emperor ſent to them 
for that End) yet it was of admirable Uſe and Policy, as it 
deluded the poor Romans with a She of Liberty, tho' the 
Thing 


— — — wm * ene — — — — 


21 — 


8 The ORI GIN FT EXCISES. 


1 © ” 1 
NWD 2 ICE COT PUT TERED YR NT ORE CHE EET TE TEC | 


Thing itſelf was entirely loſt amongſt them, and they were 
even then as much Haves, to all Intents and Purpoſes, as the 
Turks are at preſent : I was going to have ſaid the French, 
but that the noble Stand lately made by the Parliament of 
Paris, to their immortal Honour, ſhews, that the Senſe of 
Liberty is not yet quite extinguiſhed amongſt that Nation. 
But to return to the Romanus: They ſtill preſerved the ſame 
outward Form of Government, altho' their Conſtitution was 
utterly deſtroyed ; accordingly all the Pageantry of Confuls, 
and a mock Senate, was kept up to amuſe the People, altho' 
in reality, they had no more Power or Authority left, than a 
petty Seſſion of Juſtices amongſt us: To ſuch a ſcandalous 
Degree were the Roman Senate degenerated. 

I have thus ſhewn, that it is more than probable, that the 
Senate ratified this Decree, as indeed they would, at that time 
of Day, any Decree, had it been ever ſo ſſaviſb; ſo corrupt 
and baſe were they grown, and ſo fully did they verify the 
Saying of Fugurtha, ſome Years before, Vale venalis civitas, 
mox peritura fi Emptorem inveneris; Farewell, O corrupt 
City, that art ripe for Deſtruction, if any one can be found 
N to pay the Price for thee. 

While I am upon this Head, ½ Brethren, 1 cannot help 

| obſerving, that this Saying of Fugurtha's did not only hold 
true of the Republick of Rome, but ever did, and ever will, 
hold equally true of all other States to the End of the World ; 
for nothing is more certain, then that, if the leading Members 
of any State will be corrupted, that State is ripe for Deſtruc- 

| tion How much ought we to return Thanks, and to bleſs 

Heaven, that we are not in that miſerable Caſe 

| 


Proceed 
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Proceed we now to the fourth general Head, which is, 
That all the World fhould be TAXED: This was heavy Ti- 
dings, my Brethren, at a Time of univerſal Peace ; what 
could they have expected more in a Time of War? But I 
begin very much to ſuſpect that there were a great many 
Penſioners among the Roman Senators which might make 
this Tax e for Penſſoners muſt be paid, or elſe 
they will ſoon iurn Jail: Perhaps allo, my Friends, SECRET 
SERVICE MONEY might be then in Faſhion, and then 1 
don't at all wonder that a the Morld was TAXED ; I ſhould 
rather wonder that one Tax ſuficed. Oh! my Brethren, that 
ſame SECRET SERVICE is a bottomleſs Culph that will de- 
vour every thing; the Lord alone Knows what it will devour, 
but you and I ſhall never know, if ſome Folk can help it. Had 
it been known in Solomon's Days, he would certainly have 
added it to his Catalogue of Things that are 7ſat;able. Oh! 
my Brethren, it is a dangerous Weapon in the Hands of a con- 
rupt, ſelfiſh Man; ſuch a Meapon, as deſtroys more than a 
tauo-edged Sword. But perhaps, my Brethren, ſome of you 
may ask, Which Way doth it deſtroy? To this I ſhall an- 
ſwer; that it deſtroys by the worſt of Deaths, even by Fa- 
mine: For one would hardly think it, but 'tis true, that 
bottomleſs Gulph hath been known to ſivallow up, in one 
Morning, as much as would have maintain'd a thouſand Fa- 
milies for ever. | 5 

Having thus gone thro the four general Heads of my Text, 
I ſhall beg leave to take a little Notice of the ſubſequent 
Verſes, ſo far as they relate thereunto. Fiiſt then, it is ſaid, 
that this Taxing was firſt made when CYRENIUS was t over- 

nor of Syria. I have already oblerv'd upon this Head, or 
. C the 


the mentioning CI RENIUsS ſo immediately after the mention- 
ing this TA x, ſeems tacitly deſigned by the Evangeliſt to fix 
a Brand of Infamy upon him in Sæcula Szculorum, as being 
the Author or Projector of this Tax. I am the more con- 
firmed in this my Opinion, by the Accounts we have, on all 
Hands, of the Temper of the Feww!/b Nation. 

According to the moſt authentick Hiſtories we have of 
them, never were a People more tenacious of their Rights, 
Liberties, and Cuſtoms, than that haughty Nation; nor need 
we be aſtoniſhed thereat, fince they ſtill firmly believe them- 
ſelves God's choſen People. This Pre-eminence over all the 
reſt of Mankind, puffed them up with intolerable Pride, 
filled them with the greateft Contempt of every Body but 
themſelves, and made them impatient of the leaſt Controul. 
It is not then at all ſurpriſing, that St. Luke, who, tho 
then a Chriſtian, was bred a Jew, and could not diveſt him- 
ſelf of his Love for his native Country (a Love mherent in all 
honeſt Men) it is not at all ſurpriſing, I ſay, that he ſhould 
be willing to ftigmatize the Man who was the Adviſer of 
ſaddling his Countrymen with an anprecedented Tax, in a 
Time of Peace, when Money could only be wanted to ſatiate 
the Avarice of ſome Court Minions, ſuch as himſelf, and the 
hungry Crew of Sycophants that are perpetually hanging upon 
#14 and ou 3 often, to bee 5 — mo 

Some "hee 4 will perhaps ask, What Relation the Go- 
vernor of Syria had to the Jeæuiſh Nation? and, Why he is 

here mentioned rather than the Procurator who then governed 

Fudea for the Romans ? To this I ſhall anſwer, that the 

Pracurator was only a ſubordinate Governor under this Cyre- 

nius, Judæa being, at that Time, only a Province of He, 
| an 
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and as fuch ſubject to the Roman Proconſul, to whom that 
Proconſulate was allotted. Cerenius then was the propereſt 
Perſon to be mentioned, as he was the head Governor, and 
muſt be the Perſon who gave Orders for this extraordinary 
Taxation, the Procurator not daring to attempt any ſack 
Thing without Orders from his Superiors: Proceed we now 
to the next Verſe. | 

And all went to be taxed, every one into his own City: This 
lets us into the Nature of the Ta x, as I obſerved cs = ot 
why ſhould every one go to his own City to be taxed, if this 
Tax was not different from all other Impoſts ? The Fews, it 
is evident, paid ſeveral other Duties beſide this, which were 
all collected by a Set of Tax-Qatherers whom they called 
Publicans, and whom they held in the utmoſt 4bhorrence and 
Contempt. This is very viſible from their Behaviour to our 
Saviour, whom, when they would have villified to the laſt 
Degree, they charge with eating with the Publicans and 
Sinners; which was as much (in their Opinion) as to charge 
him with keeping Company with the worſt of Rogues and 
Pic pocket. It being undeniable therefore that the Jews 
paid ſeveral other Duties, and that theſe Duties were dif- 
terently collected, it will be worth examining, what this Tax 
muſt be, for the paying of which every one was obliged to go 
to his own City. In making this Inquiry, it will be neceſſary 

perhaps to go a little farther, and there we ſhall find, that 
| 90% our Saviour reputed Father, according to the Fleſh, 
went to Bethlehem, which was his City, with his Wife 
Mary, who was then big with Child, and was alſo to be 
taxed, We may now, perhaps, be able to make ſome pro- 
bable Conjectures about the Nature of this Tax. 


By 
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By all the Marks then, that we can diſcover thereof, it 
muſt be an Exciſe, and not only fo, but a general Exciſe ; for 
what elſe could it be, which could affect all the Roman Em- 
fire ? Beſide, we find every one was obliged to go to his own 
City to be taxed ; that is to ſay, every one was obliged to go 
to the neareſt Market Town, to the Exciſe Office, to carry 
his Qzota of the Exciſe. Is it not ſo with all the People in 
the Country, that do not live in Market Towns, and deal in 
exciſeable Commodities? We find that not even the Momen, 
nor Children were excepted ; which ſhews that this muſt be 
a Tax upon the Neceſſaries of Life, otherwiſe it could not 
have affected them. Thus have I thewn, that, in all Proba- 
bility, this anprecedented Tax was not only an Ex cis E, but 
a GENERAL EXCISE ; and, in all Likehhood, the Original 
and Model from whence all Exciſes have been derived ever 
ſince; how much the World was obliged to the pernicious 
Adviſer and Inventer thereof, I will not pretend to determine, 
eſpecially at this Juncture. 5 

If we may judge, however, by the preſent Diſpoſition of 
the Engliſh Nation, and they had Power equal to their good 
Will, no good Chriſtian would wiſh his ævorſt Enemy fo 
ſeverely puniſhed, as they would now puniſh the Projeclor of 
any new Exciſe, were he delivered up into their Hands: 1 
much queſtion, whether he would meet with a Jot more 
Mercy than the two De Witt. It mult indeed be confeſſed, 
that the Fury of the Populace 1s at an unuſual Height 
throughout the Kingdom; and ſhould any thing happen to 
intame them yet more, Heaven alone knows where their 
Fury would ſtop ; but of this more hereafter, when we come 


to the Uſe and Application. Return we now to the Words 
of 
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of our Text, And it came to paſs in thoſe Days, that a 
Decree went out, that all the World ſhould be taxed. 

I obſerved, my Brethren, upon theſe Words, at the Begin- 
ing of this Diſcourſe, that they ſeemed to me a Prophecy, or, 
at leaſt, a Type of what was to befall us, or to be attempted 
in theſe our Days. For, almoſt every Circumſtance concurs 
to make the Tax laid in thoſe Days, bear the greateſt Re- 
ſemblance to that intended to be laid at preſent, as will be 
ealily feen when we come to examine into both, and com- 
pare the one with the other. 

Firſt, The former was laid in the Time of a profound 
Peace, when there could be no plauſible Pretence for raiſing 
freſh Supplies by new Exattions and Impoſtls, And are not 
we now 1n a o ound Peace; can there be any reaſonable 
Excuſe for raiſing freſh Subjidres, or laying new Exciſes? The 
concurring Teſtimony of the whole Kingdom ſays 70. 

Secondly, The former was an wrprecedented Tax, and not 
collected by the uſual Tax CGatherers, but every one was 
obliged to go to his own City to be taxed And pray is not 
ours precedent ; will it be collected in the uſual manner, and 
will not every one that deals in Y/7nes or Tobacco, be obliged 
to repair to the neareſt Exciſe Office to pay his Quote * 

Thirdly, The former affected all the World; by which is 
meant, the whole Roman Empire. And will there be an In- 
dividual, Man, Woman, or Child, in this Kingdom, but will 
be affected ſome way or other by the Exciſe upon one ot 
thoſe Commodities? | 

Fourthiy, The former taxing was firſt made when (gen 
was Governor of Syria. And was this Exciſe ever fo much 
as thought of (in a Time of Peace) but ſince the Adminiſtra- 
D tion 
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tion of a certain very Honourable Perſon, who has the Glor 
of being thought the Projector? "I's true, the Type fails 
here in one Point; which is, that Cyrenius was a Foreigner 
to the Fews, and the Governor of a conquered Province; 
whereas our Cyrexius pretends not only to be a Trae Brito, 
but a great Friend to his Country. 5 
All theſe Circumſtances conſidered then, my Brethren, I 
believe I may defy any one to produce a more exact Type 
of any Event throughout the Scripture. Tis to be hoped; 
however, that the Type may again fail in another Point, and 
that a very eflential one; F mean, that the Projector will not 
be able to- carry his Point, and that we ſhall be faddled with 
no more Exciſes. There are, thank Heaven, certain Bounds. 
ſet to all our Actions; the ſame Almightiy Hand which can 
put a Stop to the Raging of the Sea, can likewiſe put a Stop 
to the Fury and Succeſs of any impious Man; otherwiſe we 
ſhould every Day ſee Kingdoms overthrown by the'hair=brain'd 
Ambition of blundering Stateſmen, who, with no other 
Recommendation than Impudence, has had the Luck to j2/te 
themſelves, into their Prince's Favour. No; my Friends, the 
Subverfion of Kingdoms are not Things of ſuch light Moment, 
that they ſhould be abandoned by the AHlmighty to the giddy 
Hand of Chance, unleſs it be at his own appointed Time, 

when he has leſt a People to themſelves as a Punithment for 
their Sins; in which Caſe he ſometimes raiſes up GIANTS 
in / icledueſs to be their Scorrge, and laſb them for their 
Follies ; nor need they a more ſevere one, than BLUNDER= 
ING, OVER-WEENING STATESMEN, who has the Power 


to execute whatever their Inſolence or Ignorance puts into their 
Heads. 


But 
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But before a State can come into this forlorn Condition; 
before it can be ſo abandoned. by Providence, and left deſti- 
tute of all human help, there muſt have been a continued 

Series of Iniquity amongſt the People ; in thort, the. People 
muſt have abandoned themſelves. To apply this: 

We are now, mp Brethren, under the greateſt Apprehen- 
lions of a mew Exciſe ; Iwill not call it a general Exciſe, becauſe 
there ſhall be no Cavils, tho' it is certain that it has a great 
Tendency that way, I chuſe therefore to call it a yew Exciſe. 
As we are therefore, / Brethren, under the greateſt Appre- 
henſions of this yew Exciſe, let us, every Man lay his Hand 
pon his Heart, and conſider, whether there has been no fla- 
grant Sin amongſt our ſelves, which has drawn down. this ſe- 
vere Judgment upon us. | 

J am afraid, my Brethren, there has been a Snake in the 
Graſs ; what elle could make us ſo diſtruſtful of our REPRE- 
SENTATIVES, Choſen (or at leaſt they ought to be ſo) by 
our own Free Votes, to ſend up Petition after Petition; what 
elſe. could make us ſo diſtruſtful of them, as to imagine they 
would zeglef us, and needed a SPUR. on fo important an Oc- 
caſion ? To ſpeak openly and plainly, have we not ſome Ra- 
ſon to think they are not OUR Re reſentatives but their OWN? 
I am afraid, my Brethren, by this Time, you begin to feel 
yourſelves zardy.. 

Have you received the Vages of Iniquity, and thereby. 
made yourſelves, like the Gibeonites, Hewers of, Wood, and 
Drawers of Water Have you, like Achan, partaken of the 
accurfed Thing? In ſhort, have you received Hire from hoſe 
who ought to be your Repreſentatives; but who, if they have. 
baught you, are really their own 7 If ;this is the Caſe, 1 3h 
afraid. 
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afraid, „ Brethren, you will have no body but yourſelves to 
thank if the ew Exciſe Bill ſhould pals. 

How would you like it, all and each of you, if you ſhould 
have this Anſwer retorted to you, which was ſent by a cer- 
tain Gentleman to his Electors. 


Gentlemen, 


I AM very much ſurpized at your Inſolence in offering to 
direct me how to proceed in Parliament. I want no Ad- 
vice, at leaſt none 7 — Don't you know that I bought 
you? and you may depend upon it I will ſell you again. I 
will be fo generous as to tell you one Thing which you think 
I don't know; that is, that you are now treating with ano- 
ther Gentleman to reprefent you againſt next Elem : I will 
likewiſe tell you another Thing which you don't know, and 
I know, which 1s, that I am treating with another Borough, 
where I am ture of being choſen : So withing your #7ves 
and Daughters may be as common to EXCISEMEN, as I found 
them when I ſtood CANDIDATE. I tell you very plainly 
what you have to depend upon from 

Your no Friend 


A. H. 


This Gentleman, in my Opinion, was an honeſt Man ; he 
told his Electors the Truth ; he told them what they had to 
truſt to: but would ſuch an Anſwer be agreeable. to you, my 
Brethren ? Would you like ſuch a home Truth? 1 am ſure 
you will ſay, NO. Let me then ask you, when you gave 
your Votes for Hire, what elſe you could expect? Could you 


expect, in this worſe than brazen Age, that any Gentleman 


would 
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would give you Money if he intended to ſerve you 9 In for- | 


mer 'Times the People uſed to pa their Members for. their 


Trouble in repreſenting them; what ſhould occafion ſo vaſt 


a Difference that they ſhould now pay you ” "Tis eafily an- 


ſwered; there was then ſuch a Thing as Honour, Probity, 
and m—_— and there were then no Penſfons nor Places to 
give to thoſe who would for/c:t theſe Virtues : Beſides, common 
Honeſty was not quite laugh d out of Doors; an Engliſhman 


C3 


valued himſelf upon his LiBERTY, and the King of England 
was the greateſt Prince in Chriſtendom, as he was King of 
MEN, and not of SLAVES. 

Methinks I ſee a generous Indignation now boiling up, my 
Brethren, in your Breaſts; and you are ready to ask, Who 
are, and who would be SLAVES? Tl allow, no body at 
preſent, but no Thanks to yourſelves if my Surmiſes ſhould 
prove true; but ſhould a 4% generous Monarch, and a leſs 
upright Miniſter ariſe in future Times, as we are all mortal, 
what would be the Event of — Corruption? why what 
elſe can but aniverſal Slavery and wooden Shoes. A certain 
Set of Writers ſeem to have long lamented that we ſtill wear 
Leather, and that even notwithſtanding a DouBLE Excis E, 
firſt on Raw Hides, and ſecond after Tanning. | 

While I am upon this Head, I cannot forbear owning, that 
I don't know but WooD may be more wholſom for the Soles 
of the Feet than Leather, and while ſome Gentlemen are ſo 
zealouſly conſulting our Hea/ths, and are ſo anxious about our 


Melſare, J am not certain that ſuch a Regulation may not be 


Proper. 
None, I hope, not even the moſt diſaffected, will deny but 
there have been great Frauds committed by the BAK ERS; the 


preſent 


the Back of the Villains, and they will take care we 


Power, to keep us from it. 
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preſent Lord Mayor has puniſhed ſeveral of them exemplarily 
tor their Rogwery ; but an effectual Way to prevent any ſuch 
Baſeneſs for the future, would be to clap an Exciſeman 2 
all 
have our due eight, provided always (as is ſaid in Acts of 
Parliament) we can get any Bread to eat. 

A Glaſs of NEAT WINE, and a Pipe of pURE Toß Acco, 
muſt certainly be allowed excellent Bleſſings in Moderation ; 
and is not our wiſe and beneficent M====== taking care that 
we ſhall not /arfezt ; can we then be too thankful for 90 
thele Bleſſings * I think not. Beſide, I have not heard that 
there is any Exciſe defigned on WATER, and all the World 
knows that is the 2vholfomeſt Liquor in the Univerſe; it is. 
what our Forefathers drank before the Flood, and would we 
defire to live better than our Forefather-. 

Noah, the firſt Planter of Vines, drank Mine, and what 
was the Fruits thereof? He got DRUNK, and diſcovered his 
own Nakedneſs; happy are we from whom it will be, in 
ſome meaſure, with-held. LEot's Daughters made him like- 
wile drink Vine, and the Fruits thereof was, that he com- 
mitted Inceſt with both ; who then would covet fo 1:/chievons. 
and pernicious a Liquor? | 

Then who would, my Brethren, deſire to have his full 
Still of a Brewage that cauſes ſo much Iniquity and Diſtur- 
bance ? How many more innumerable Miſchiefs have been 


occaſioned by Mine? I almoſt queſtion, Whether moſt of 
the Miſchief that is brought upon the World is not cauſed by 
that exquz/ite Incendiary. How much then are we obliged to: 
that «pright Man who endeavours, as much as lies in his. 


I doubt 
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doubt not but by this Time you will think me one of 
Job's Comforters ; perhaps likewiſe you may imagine that I 
have been retained by the GREAT Man, as well as ſeveral 
other worthy Gentlemen, but I would not have you miſtake 
me; I am only for making the beſt of a bad Market, and 
preaching Patience upon Force, if we ſhould be denied the 
Juice of the Grape, without the Inſpection of thoſe enlightened 
Gentlemen the Officers of the EXCISE. 

I have already told you, / Brethren, that we ſhall neither 
be denied Mine nor Tobacco, after they have paſſed the Hands 
of theſe Inquiitors ; but I had almoſt forgot another Comfort 
which will accrue to us, and which I doubt not will rejoice 
your Hearts; I mean, that of not being either tried by a 
Packed or a Special Jury. No: if any Diſpute ſhould arife, 
you will be tried by thoſe righteous Judges the COMMISSIO- 
NERS of EXCISE; thoſe N to whom Samuel was a 
Fool, and Eli little better. Tis true, the latter had Sos who 
had more Wit, and would have the fingering of Money for 
SECRET SERVICES ; and if any were ſo ill-bred to deny 
rr their Perquiſites, they had the Senſe to help themſelves 

arce. 
foes did not indeed take any thing themſetves, in propria 
ferſona, but they had a Man who was very well TUTOR'D, 
and who would TAKE it for them. This was an admirable 
Conventence, for he would have ſerved for a SCREEN in caſe 
of Neceſſity, had they any but a Prophet to deal with, How 
happy is it for ſome that we have no Prophets now? 

While I am upon this Head of Prophets and Prophets Ser- 
vants, I would adviſe you all, my Brethren, to remember the 
Reward Gehazi, Servant to Prophet-Eliſia, met with, for 
7 taking 


N of EXCISES.. 


rr — 


taking Money and change of Carments of Naaman the Syrian, 
when his Maſter had refuſed his Gifts. Did not he and his Seed 
remain Lepers for ever? And can ye expect better if ye re- 
ceive the Wages of Iniquity, and /e// yourſelves for Hire? 
Ihe Time will ſoon approach when your Repreſentatives will 
require your Voices in their Favour ; remember then, »y 
Brethren, thoſe who have truly ſerv'd you, thole who have 
been fo prnblick=ſpirited as to ſerve you even againſt your 
Wills, and, contrary to your 2 Defrres, at the eminent 
Hazard of their Places and Penſions: They are the Men who 
have deſerved well at your Hands; let no Bribes therefore 
prevail with you againſt them; as they have already acquit- 
ted themſelves thus faithfully, you may depend upon it they 
will continue to render you the ſame difiutereſted Services. 
Theſe are them whom I would recommend to your Choice for 
the future ; theſe are they whom 1t will become you to 
| honour. 
When Poſterity {hall read the Hiſtory of the Tranſactions 
of the preſent Age, they will be aſtoniſhed at the many great 
1 Things that have been done for us within the Courſe 45 the 
| laſt thirteen Years : I dare affirm, the moſt ſanguine among 
As durſt not have promiſed himſelf that he ſhould have ſeen 
' what he at preſent ſees. Peace and Plenty, with a Land-Tax 
of but one Shilling in the Pound, and Eighteen Thouſand 
honeſt Men, beſide the Officers of the Exciſe and Cuſtoms, to 
guard our Liberties, are the leaſt of the Bleſſings we now 
enjoy, and in all probability we may injoy them much longer, 
unleſs we deprive ourſelves of them. 5 
Notwithſtanding theſe, and many other Benefits too te- 
| dious to enumerate, there are ſome among us ſo thankleſs as 
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to fly in the Faces of their Benefactors, and return them Evil 
for Good. The immenſe Eſtates they have acquired in a ſhort 
Time, with their fine Houſes, ſumptuous Furniture, ſplendid 
Equipages, and ſtately Gardens, are ſo many 1 to 
them. But I would fain ask theſe Grumbletomians whether 
the Labourer is not worthy of bis Hire, and, whether they 
would have the Conſcience to defire theſe Gentlemen to ſerve 
them for nothing? No, no; there never was a Cook yet but 
what would lick his Fingers, and tho' ſeveral of them may 
have got Nine or Ten Thouſand a Year, what of all that? 
Is it not for our Credit to have ſuch Servants > And is it not 
a manifeſt Sign of our prodigious Wealth and Aﬀaence ” 
Let theſe diſaffefied Crumblers go into France or Holland, 
and ſee if there are any ſuch Eſtates got in an Inſtant by ſerving - 
the Publick ; is not all this then for the Honour of Great 
Britain? it evidently is, deny it who can. 
It is a common Obſervation, that too much Proſperity is 
apt to make Perſons. giddy ; juſt fo it is with the People of 
Great Britain : while they were under continual Alarms from 
the Pope and Pretender, they gradged no Expences, nor no 
Eitates that were then gotten. It 1s well known, that the 
late Duke of Marlborough acquired an immenſe Eſtate only 
by breaking Peoples Bones, and killing and laying, and yet 
now we are apt to grumble at a [mall Pittance that has been 
acquired by keeping us at Peace, as if Peace were not pre- 
ferable to War. 
Then the Eæciſe forſooth ſticks in your Stomachs, and a de 
ſperate Outcry is made about a Standing Army of Officers, when 
we have been aflured, by a Gentleman who. ought to know, 


that he will only deſire a farther Jevy of an Hundred and 
: 1 | Fifty, 
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Fifty, beſide Warehouſe-keepers, @c. Who but the Di/af- 
feed would murmur at ſuch a Trifle ? . Befide, what more 
could the Merchants deſire, if they know when they are well 
uſed, than to have their Mines and Tobacco kept ſafe for 
them, under Lock and Key, ſo that none can get at them to 
imbezzle them. 

The Gentleman who ſtiles himſelf the Occaſional Financer, 
has proved, inconteſtably, that this yew Exciſe will be the 
greateſt Bleſſing that ever happened to a Nation; that it will 
make us a rich, a happy, a flouriſbing, and a healthy People ; 
and ſure none will offer to diſpute what one of ſuch Ability, 
Learning, Honour, and Veracity advances : But if it ſhould be 
queſtioned, there is honeſt Mr. Carus will ſwear for him, and 
that I hope will be a convincing Anſwer to the moſt ob/t:nate 
and 2ncredulons. If Riches therefore and Health are two inva- 
luable Bleſſings, as undoubtedly they are, what Obligations 


have we to thoſe who have ſo generouſly procured them for us, 


and that againſt our Wills. 

But befide Health and Fealth, there is another Bleſſing 
equally dear to an Enghſhman, and that is LIBERTT ; this 
the fame worthy Centleman aſſures us will be Hectnaliy ſecured 
to us by the Ex cis E upon Hines and Tobacco. How much 
are we obliged to that proliſſe Invention that could contrive 
to ſecure our Liberties by an Exciſe? I believe none but 
himſelf would have thought on ſuch an admirable Expedient ; 
but we may all be fatisfied that his Brains are continually at 
work. for our Goods. | | 

How ſurprizing then, a Brethren, muſt it be to our 
Neighbours to to hear, that almoſt all the People of England 
have been ſo blind to their own Good, as to make the moſt 
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earneſt Remonſtrances againſt a Bill that was calculated to ren- 
der them, at once, Rich, Happy, Flouriſhing, Healthy, and 
Free? But thus will it always be, while there are ſuch Se- 
ducers as D. Anvers and Fog. 

I adviſe you all therefore to have an 7pheit Faith in the 
Writings of thoſe unerring Guides Meſſieurs Valſingham and 
Oſborne ; they will ſoon convince you that you are as free and as 
happy as it is poſſible for a People to be; and that we have the 
77070 the moſt virtuouc, and molt upright N- that ever 
bl:{s'd a Nation. Liſten not therefore to any of the Male 
contents or Dijaffeied ; believe not even your Ears nor your 
Eyes, nay truſt not even to your Feeling ; that may deceive: 
you, but the afore-mentioned Gentlemen never can; they 
are full as infallible in Polzticks as the Pope is in Religion, 
and you may rely with equal Safety upon the one as upon the 
dit her. 

To draw towards a Concluſion, my Brethren, you may ob- 
ſerve; that ſo long ago as before the Birth of our Saviour, it 
was decreed, that all the World fhould be TAXED. Our Sa- 
. viour himſelf, as it were, paid a Tax even in his Mother's 
Vomb; he likewiſe paid one afterwards in his own Perſon, 
to ſhew us an Example of Paſſive Obedrence, and thall we 
murmur at being a little Ex cis ED. 

"Tis true, the Honomrable Author of a Letter from a Member 
of Parliament to his Friends iu the Country, has allowed, p. 32, 
and we may venture to believe him) that there are ſo feev 
Places which are not already under Survey for ſome exciſcable 
Commodity, that the additional Number of Officers will not 
be conſiderable enough to create even a Murmur. And is 
not this a mighty Comfort, that almoſt every body pays Exciſe 

already * 
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already? I don't doubt but you all think it is. I would 
therefore give you all the ſame Advice which the famous 
Eraſmus gave to Sir Thomas Moore, on account of a Horſe he 
1 had borrowed of him; Crede quod haben & habes ; that is to 
1 lay, believe yourſelves happy (in downright Contradiction to 
all your Senſes) and you are ſo. I ſhall conclude therefore 
with recommending to you a ſtroug implicit Faith, with a 
good Portion of paſſive Obedience, and a conſiderable Quantity 
of Patience upon Force; by the Help whereof, you will, in 
ime, be reconciled to your preſent Happineſs, 
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